THE MISSION OF THIS CONGREGATION IS TO:
PRAISE God
PROCLAIM the message of Jesus Christ
REACH OUT with this message to people of
all backgrounds and cultures
CREATE A COMMUNITY of Christian
support, love, and forgiveness.

Williams Bay Lutheran Church Worship
May 18, 2025 at 9:30 am
Service of the Word and Holy Communion



Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 18, 2025

Welcome and Announcements
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life,

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people
your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and
give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless
love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your
people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these
waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the
Crucified and Risen One. Amen.

Gathering Hymn "Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” ELW 651 (v. 1-5)
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow’r that tum - bles walls of fear

2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that o - pens fist- ed minds

3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,

4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,

5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  housec of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas-es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
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ob - liv-1-o0us to gen - der, wealth, to so - cial rank or place:
a liv -ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:

continued next page



Refrain
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray.: O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing.
Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit,
we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Handbell Anthem “Joyful, Joyful”

WORD

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18
I Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men
and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, >“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. ®As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ ?But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.’ 19This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. ! At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. 2The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; *he will
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 1°*And as
I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. ** And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that I could hinder God?” 8 When they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 148
IHallelujah! Praise the LorD ! from the heavens; praise God ! in the heights.
’Praise the Lorp, ! all you angels; sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the LorD, ! sun and moon; sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
“Praise the LoRrD, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
°>Let them praise the name ! of the LorD,who commanded, and they | were created,
°who made them stand fast forev- ! er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away.
’/Praise the LorD ! from the earth, you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8fire and hail, | snow and fog, tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will;
°mountains | and all hills, fruit trees | and all cedars;
*wild beasts | and all cattle, creeping things and ! flying birds;
1 sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, princes and all rulers ! of the world;
?young ! men and maidens, old and | young together.
13 et them praise the name | of the LoRrD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
“The LoRD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all ! faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorp. ! Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6

1T saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; “he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no
more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have
passed away.” °And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of
the water of life.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.
Gospel: John 13:31-35

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify
him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 3*I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 3>By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon Pastor Tom

Silence for Reflection

Hymn of the Day "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ELW 631



Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Petitions conclude with: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

MEAL



Offering Hymn "Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 184
() | g
[ ] T I — | I =T 1
P ) 1 | I [ | I— [ 11
o= = 7 — ————
p) ! g
Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown,  that
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer

Words of Institution for Holy Communion

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

All are Welcome to receive the Lord’s Meal at His table.



Hymns during Communion: “"Lamb of God”
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a -
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
"Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW 779
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 'Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the  hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.

sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.



"“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” ELW 697

Refrain
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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dai - lywalk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter, Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;
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I'lll be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.
Text: North American traditional
Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional
Table Blessing
SENDING

Sending Prayer and Blessing



Sending Hymn

“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris-tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - wvide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - 'ty age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch - ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal
Thanks be to God!

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936

Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



