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THE MISSION OF THIS CONGREGATION IS TO:
PRAISE God
PROCLAIM the message of Jesus Christ
REACH OUT with this message to people of
all backgrounds and cultures
CREATE A COMMUNITY of Christian
support, love, and forgiveness.

Williams Bay Lutheran Church Worship
December 1, 2024 at 9:30 am
Service of the Word and Holy Communion



First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2024

Welcome and Announcements
Advent Reading: Week 1

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving
soon. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and
human authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our
neighbors. We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring
your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have
forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and
forgiveness of God through Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. Amen.

Gathering Hymn "Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW 726

Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



WORD

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
4The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *>In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 1°In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10
1To I you, O Lord, I lift I up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame ! who are treacherous.
4Show me your ! ways, O Lord, and teach | me your paths.
5Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
5Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; remember me
according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and up- ! right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
°You lead the low- ! ly in justice and teach the low- I ly your way.
10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your ! testimonies.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
?How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before
our God because of you? 1°Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see
you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. ** Now may our God
and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 2And may the Lord
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound
in love for you. 3And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 21:25-36
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 2°“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the

waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 2’ Then they will see ‘the Son of
Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 22 Now when these things begin
to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.” 2°Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 3°as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is
already near. 3! So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the
kingdom of God is near. 3?Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all
things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away. 34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch
you unexpectedly, 3°like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the
whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Silence for Reflection

Rev. Lynn Petersen



Hymn of the Day

“"Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

ELW 733
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man -1 - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
Refrain
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 18661960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Petitions conclude with: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
Peace The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Offering - Please be seated as we pass the offering plates.

Offering Hymn

MEAL
"Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that

we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

ELW 184



Offering Prayer

Words of Institution for Holy Communion

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

All are Welcome to receive the Lord’ s Meal at His table.

Hymns during Communion: "Lamb of God”
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.




“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” ELW 494
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1 For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the winewhich you have poured,
of peace re - stored,
the heav'n-ly board,

2 By

this prom - ise

that you love us,

3 Withthe saints who now a - dore you, seat-ed

by your gift

at

4 In your ser - vice, Lord, de - fend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward;
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for the words which you have spo - ken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’n a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.

may the church still wait - ing for
the world

in

to which you send us

Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930, alt.
Music: OMNI DIE, Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1631

Text © Robert E Jefferys Jr.

you keep love’s tie

un - bro - ken, Lord.
let your king-dom come, O Lord.

“Have No Fear, Little Flock” ELW 764
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king - dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - e  flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2—4

Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930

Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.



Table Blessing
SENDING

Sending Prayer and Blessing

Sending Hymn "Now Thank We All Our God” ELW 840
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1 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,
3 All praise and thanks to  God the  Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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who won-drous things has  done, in whom this world re - joic - es;
with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless - ed peace to cheer us,
the Son, and Spir - it  blest, who reign in high-est heav - en,
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who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
the one ¢ - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’'n a - dore;
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with count-less gifts of love, and still is  ours to - day.
and free wus from all harm in this world and the next.
for thus it was, is now, and shall be eV - er - Imore.

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878
Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Dismissal



John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
:: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
1d music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



