
  
 

 
Williams Bay Lutheran Church Worship 

December 11, 2022 at 9:30 am 
Service of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 

 
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected 
and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the 

coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: 
in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection 

and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes 
and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 



Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2022 – 9:30 a.m. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Advent Wreath Lighting and Reading 

Confession and Forgiveness of Sin 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. Blessed be 

God’s name forever. Amen. 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to 

the one who is merciful and just.  

God of new beginnings, we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We 

dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set 

us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and 

welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By 

water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, and your sins 

have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:                     “Hark, the Glad Sound!”                                    ELW 239 

 

 



Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

Let us pray: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 

your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 WORD 

First Reading:             Isaiah 35:1-10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  

like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory 

of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 

glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 

the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here 

is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 

save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 

for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the 

burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 

jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway 

shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but 

it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be 

there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 

redeemed shall walk there.  10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to 

Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 

gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:                                   Psalm 146:5-10 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 

  who keeps promises forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed 

down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
9The LORD cares for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 



Second Reading:                       James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 

rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 

near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. 

See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, 

beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel:             Matthew 11:2-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord.   
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes 

no offense at me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What 

then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft 

robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 

and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending 

my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, 

among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the 

least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

 



Children’s Christmas Program “Just a Little Christmas” 

 

O, Little Town of Bethlehem - v.1 

  
O little town of Bethlehem                          Yet in the dark street shineth 
How still we see thee lie!                            The everlasting Light 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep,       The hopes and fears of all the years 
The silent stars go by                                 Are met in thee tonight 

  

Away in the Manger - v.1-3 
Away in a manger,                             

No crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus 

Laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky 

Looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 

Asleep on the hay 
  

The cattle are lowing 

The poor Baby wakes 
But little Lord Jesus 

No crying He makes 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus 

Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side, 

'Til morning is nigh. 
  

Be near me, Lord Jesus, 
I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever 
And love me I pray 

Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 

And take us to heaven 

To live with Thee there 
  

 
 



Angels We Have Heard on High - v. 1-3 
  

Angels we have on heard high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 

  
[Chorus] 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 

  
Come to Bethlehem and see 

Christ whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord the newborn King 

 [Chorus] 
  

See him in a manger laid 
Whom the choirs of angels’ praise 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
While our hearts in love we raise 

[Chorus] 
  

Silent Night - v.1 (Children) v.2-3 Congregation 
  

Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, Mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

  

Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia 

Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born          continued next page 

https://genius.com/13108552/Christmas-songs-silent-night/Heavenly-hosts-sing-alleluia


 Silent night, holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 

  
We Wish You a Merry Christmas - v.1 

  
We wish you a Merry Christmas 

We wish you a Merry Christmas 
We wish you a Merry Christmas 

And a Happy New Year 
  

[Refrain] 

Good tidings we bring to you and your kin 
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Petitions conclude with: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
 

 

Offering  

 

 

 

 

 



Offering Hymn “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW 186 

 

 
Offering Prayer 

 

Words of Institution for Holy Communion 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.    

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

All are Welcome to receive the Lord’s Meal at His table. 

 

 

 



Hymns during Holy Communion        “Once in Royal David’s City” ELW 269 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”                         ELW 789 

 
 

 
Table Blessing  

  

 SENDING 

 

 



Sending Prayer and Blessing 

 

 

 Sending Hymn “Joy to the World” ELW 267 

  

 

Dismissal 

  

 


