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Service of the Word and Holy Communion

September 13, 2026
9:30 AM

Our mission is to praise God, proclaim the message of Jesus Christ, reach out
with this message to people of all backgrounds and cultures, and to create a
community of Christian support, love, and forgiveness.

Please silence our cell phone. Thank vou.



16th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we
pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



Gathering Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a-dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for  he is your health and sal - va - tion!

and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good- ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is mneed - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ©ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650—1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Let us pray: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
tforgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that
we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sunday School Teachers Installation

Blessing of Backpacks

WORD
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

> Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we
did to him?” ' So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
instruction before he died, " ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the ctime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they
spoke to him. '® Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We ate here as your slaves.” ' But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am
I in the place of God? ? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing
today. ?! So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, wotd of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 103:1-13

'Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
2Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and forget not | all God’s benefits—
S who forgives | all your sins
and heals all | your diseases;
*who redeems your life | from the grave



and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercyj;
> who satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s.
6O Lotd, you provide ! vindication
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
"You made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
®Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
? you will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
"You have not dealt with us according ! to our sins,
not repaid us according to | our iniquities.
""For as the heavens ate high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
13 As a father has compassion | for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

"'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling
over opinions. ?Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. > Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed
them. *Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the
day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give

thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to
God.



"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lotd; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lotrd’s. ? For to this end Christ died and lived again,
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

""Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Ot you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. "' For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Chastopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portiand. OR 97213,
All rghts reserved. Used by permission.

Gospel
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

I Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” * Jesus said to him,
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
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» “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. ** When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, * and, as he could not



pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions and payment to be made. % So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 2’ And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. ** But
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.” ® Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and T will pay you.” ** But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. °' When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord
all that had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him, You
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should
you not have had metcy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt. * So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
tforgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon Pastor Tom

Silence for Reflection



Hymn of the Day
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I Love to Tell the Story

ELW 661
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Petitions conclude with: Hear us O God, your mercy is great.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Offering
MEAL
Offering Hymn “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 184
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Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of



0 1 [ee——
D I I I ] I I ]
Bore————F e Feo T —F— |

bt & | | | | | & A
N | bl 11 | - = & 1 | & [ i = 1]
p] 1 r—— — g *
bless-ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
I(VL.) Llpl — 7 o s — i
] Y & "'—F
{'5) 2 > r " L,’} i v j E
we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
0| [——
[ | = | I | | [ |
o> b—————
3 0 ¥ 17 - | E —
J < » _
all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble

—

with your pres - ence, come.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to

Offering Prayer

Words of Institution for Holy Communion

Lotd’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

All are Welcome to receive the Lord’s Meal at His table.



Hymns during Communion

“Lamb of God”
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Just as I Am ELW 592
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I Just as I am, with-out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re-ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - y.a doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down, now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



Shine, Jesus, Shine

Table Blessing
SENDING

Sending Prayer and Blessing

ELW 671

Sending Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness ELW 765
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice 1s con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our  hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Dismissal

Thanks be to God!

Altar flowers: Today’s altar flowers are given by the Church Council in
celebration of Pastor Tom’s 10™ Anniversary serving the Williams Bay Lutheran
Church and by Bill and Deb Soplanda in honor of their 49th wedding

anniversary and in honor of Pastor Tom.



Sept 13

Sept 14
Sept 15
Sept 16

Picture Directory - We
directory. Please sign up

Sunday School Teachers - We are in need of additional Sunday school teachers

Grace Notes

Unified Service Celebrating Pastor
Tom’s 10™ Anniversary, 9:30 AM
Oftice Closed

Church Council, 5 PM

Coffee Club, 9:30 AM @

UCC WB, 46 Stam St.

Property & Finance, 5 PM

Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 PM

are making plans for a new pictorial church
to have your picture taken.

for the school year. If interested, please talk to Kari Pfeil and Pastor Tom.

Thank you to Carol Berndt for being our church musician today!

Worship Servers

Service September 13 September 20
Usher 9:30 AM | Jim Pfeil Chad Beth
Lector 8:00 AM | X Kathy T.
9:30 AM | Wayne Anderson Marilyn Carlson

Cantor 9:30 AM | Wayne Anderson Marilyn Carlson
Communion 9:30 AM | Wayne Anderson OPEN
Assistants OPEN OPEN
Refreshments Pastor’s Luncheon Olivia
Altar Flowers Church Council & | Jorine

Bill and Deb

Soplanda
Altar Guild Lynn Lynn
Offering Counters Dinah & Jack Dottie & Connie
Sunday School Bridget Beth Bridget Beth




Celebrating Pastor Tom’s

Tenth Anniversary at the
Williams Bay Lutheran Church

Please join us for a Luncheon Buffet
following service today.




Life Together as God’s People

Ministers Williams Bay Lutheran Church Members
Pastor Rev. Thomas Dowling

Council President Allen Filloon

Council Vice President | Mike Reno

Treasurer Bruce Hildner

9:30 Organist Marianne Peterson

8:00 Pianist Susan Gali and Chris Groth

Custodian Mary Mock

Landscaping Gunnar Olsen

Secretary Sandra Johnson




