
 
 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion 
 

September 13, 2026 
 

 9:30 AM 
 

 

 

Our mission is to praise God, proclaim the message of Jesus Christ, reach out 
with this message to people of all backgrounds and cultures, and to create a 

community of Christian support, love, and forgiveness. 

 

Please silence your cell phone. Thank you. 



 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Gathering  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose compassion endures forever.  
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God.  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves.  In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light.  Restore us to dwell in your peace.  In Christ’s name we 
pray, Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.  Amen. 
 

  



Gathering Hymn  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   ELW 858 

 

 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 



Let us pray: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that 
we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Sunday School Teachers Installation 
 

Blessing of Backpacks 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we 

did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 

instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 

spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, 

“We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am 

I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 

today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 103:1-13 
 

   1 Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 

 2 Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 

 3 who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 

 4 who redeems your life | from the grave 



  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;  

 5 who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 

 6 O Lord, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 

 7 You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 

  8 Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  

 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 

 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 

 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 

 12 As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 

 13 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.  

 
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
 

        1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling 

over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed 

them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. 

  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 

be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the 
day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give 
thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to 
God. 



  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. 11 For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel  
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
 

          21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, 
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one 

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not  



 
 
 
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all 

his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 

him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But 
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord 

all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should 

you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in 
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 

debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon                         Pastor Tom 
 

Silence for Reflection 
 
  



Hymn of the Day I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661 
 

 
  



Apostles’ Creed      
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,       
was crucified, died, and was buried;   
he descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again;            
he ascended into heaven,   
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,                       
the holy catholic Church,               
the communion of saints,                 
the forgiveness of sins,                    
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Petitions conclude with: Hear us O God, your mercy is great. 
 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Offering 

 
MEAL 

 

Offering Hymn “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”      ELW 184 
 

 



 

 

 
Offering Prayer  
 
Words of Institution for Holy Communion 
 
Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
All are Welcome to receive the Lord’s Meal at His table. 
 



Hymns during Communion “Lamb of God” 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Just as I Am               ELW 592 

 



Shine, Jesus, Shine                   ELW 671 
 

Table Blessing 
SENDING 

 

Sending Prayer and Blessing  
 
Sending Hymn  Lord of All Hopefulness           ELW 765 
 

 
 
  



 
Dismissal  
 
Thanks be to God! 
 

† 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Altar flowers: Today’s altar flowers are given by the Church Council in 
celebration of Pastor Tom’s 10th Anniversary serving the Williams Bay Lutheran 
Church and by Bill and Deb Soplanda in honor of their 49th wedding 
anniversary and in honor of Pastor Tom. 
 

 
 



Grace Notes  
 

Sept 13 Unified Service Celebrating Pastor 
Tom’s 10th Anniversary, 9:30 AM 

Sept 14 Office Closed 
Sept 15 Church Council, 5 PM 
Sept 16 Coffee Club, 9:30 AM @  

UCC WB, 46 Stam St. 
Property & Finance, 5 PM 
Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 PM 

 
Picture Directory - We are making plans for a new pictorial church 
directory.  Please sign up to have your picture taken. 
 
Sunday School Teachers - We are in need of additional Sunday school teachers 
for the school year.  If interested, please talk to Kari Pfeil and Pastor Tom. 
 
Thank you to Carol Berndt for being our church musician today! 
 

Worship Servers 
 

Service September 13 September 20 

Usher 9:30 AM Jim Pfeil Chad Beth 

Lector 8:00 AM X Kathy T. 

9:30 AM Wayne Anderson Marilyn Carlson 

Cantor 9:30 AM Wayne Anderson Marilyn Carlson 

Communion 
Assistants 

9:30 AM Wayne Anderson OPEN 

OPEN OPEN 

Refreshments Pastor’s Luncheon Olivia 

Altar Flowers Church Council & 
Bill and Deb 
Soplanda 

Jorine 

Altar Guild Lynn Lynn 

Offering Counters Dinah & Jack Dottie & Connie 

Sunday School Bridget Beth Bridget Beth 



 
 

Celebrating Pastor Tom’s  

Tenth Anniversary at the 

Williams Bay Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

Please join us for a Luncheon Buffet 

following service today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Life Together as God’s People 

Ministers Williams Bay Lutheran Church Members 

Pastor Rev. Thomas Dowling 

Council President Allen Filloon 

Council Vice President Mike Reno 

Treasurer Bruce Hildner 

9:30 Organist Marianne Peterson 

8:00 Pianist Susan Gali and Chris Groth 

Custodian Mary Mock 

Landscaping Gunnar Olsen 

Secretary Sandra Johnson 

 

 
 


