Williams Bay Lutheran Church Worship
July 12, 2026

Service of the Word & Holy Communion

9:30 AM
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is
also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we
may bear fruit in the world.

Please silence our cell phone. Thank vou.



7th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering
The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give

you rest.” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spitit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in
God’s love. Amen.

Gathering Hymn Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW 876

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

' For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
""'so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
"? For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
" Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Wortd of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 65:1-13

"You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion;
to you shall vows | be fulfilled.

>To you, the one | who answers prayer,
to you all | flesh shall come.

> Our sins are strong- | er than we are,
but you blot out | our transgressions.

*Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your ! courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness ! of your
temple.

° Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of ! our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away.

%You make firm the mountains | by your power;
you are girded a- | bout with might.

"You still the roating | of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples.



®Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to ! sing for joy.
’You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is | full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth ! out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and ! bless its increase.
"You crown the year | with your goodness,
and your paths over- | flow with plenty.
' May the fields of the wilderness be ! rich for grazing,
and the hills be ! clothed with joy.
" May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
and the valleys cloak them- | selves with grain;
let them shout for | joy and sing.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

""Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. > For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death. ’ For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, * so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their
minds on the things of the Spirit. ° To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind
on the Spirit is life and peace. " For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

’ But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. " But if Christ is in
you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Chastopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland. OR 97213,
All dghts reserved. Used by permission.

Gospel
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

""That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. *Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. > And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them
up. > Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. " Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. * If you have ears, hear!”

'" “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. "> When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart;
this is what was sown on the path. * As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, *' yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. ** As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ



Sermon Pastor Tom
Silence for Reflection
Hymn of the Day For the Eruit of All Creation ELW 679

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Petitions conclude with: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Offering



MEAL

Offering Hymn “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 184
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer
Words of Institution for Holy Communion

Lotd’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



All are Welcome to receive the Lord’s Meal at His table.

Hymns during Communion “Lamb of God”
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



For the Beanty of the Earth ELW 879
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac -ri-fice of praise.
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Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872



I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661
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I love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo -1y, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time I tell it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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1 love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
1 love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, | sing the new, new  song,
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it sat - is - fles my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va-tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
riu sing the old, old sto-ry that 1 have loved so long.
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to tell the old, old sto-rty of Je -sus and his love.

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



Table Blessing

SENDING
Sending Prayer and Blessing
Sending Hymn This Little Light of Mine ELW 677
Dismissal
Thanks be to God!
T

Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God
Register online: www.wblc.org
Williams Bay Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School
July 27th - July 30th



July 12

July 13
July 14
July 15

Grace Notes

Simplified Service, 8 AM
Traditional Service, 9:30 AM
Office Closed

Pastor Tom out of the office
Coffee Club, 9:30 AM

We are in need of some extra help watering and weeding our flowers this summer. To

volunteer, please contact the church office at 262-245-5995. Just an hour or 2 here and there

will make a big difference. Thank you. The Property & Finance Committee

Worship Servers

Service July 12 July 19

Usher 9:30 AM OPEN Jim Pfeil

Lector 8:00 AM Dorti Freundt Mike Reno
9:30 AM Mary Mock Bridget Beth

Cantor 9:30 AM Mary Mock Bridget Beth

Acolyte 9:30 AM OPEN OPEN

Communion 9:30 AM Mary Mock OPEN

Assistants OPEN OPEN

Refreshments Nancy Swatek OPEN

Altar Flowers OPEN Stewart Family

Altar Guild Jorine Dori

Offering Counters Dinah & Jack Dottie & Connie

Life Together as God’s People

Ministers Williams Bay Lutheran Church Members
Pastor Rev. Thomas Dowling

Council President Allen Filloon

Council Vice President | Mike Reno

Treasurer Bruce Hildner

9:30 Organist Marianne Peterson

8:00 Pianist Susan Gali, Chris Groth, and Aaron Johnson
Custodian Mary Mock

Landscaping Gunnar Olsen

Secretary Sandra Johnson







