
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MISSION OF 

WILLIAMS BAY LUTHERAN IS TO: 
PRAISE God 

 PROCLAIM the message of Jesus Christ 

REACH OUT with this message to people of all backgrounds 

and cultures 

CREATE A COMMUNITY of Christian support, love, 

and forgiveness. 

 

 

 

A Message from Pastor Tom: 

  
“Faith is a living daring confidence in God’s grace so certain that you 
could stake your life on it one thousand times.”  Martin Luther 
 
October 31, 1517 is connected with Martin Luther’s posting of 
Ninety-Five Theses against the sale of indulgences on the door of 
the Castle Church in Wittenberg, in the territory then known as 
Electoral Saxony which is now a part of Germany. 

 
Martin Luther’s hope was not to become famous, make a lot of 
money, or even to start a new church.  Rather, his goal was to 
restore and to renew the gospel message of God’s grace.  Luther 
believed that God’s grace only needs to be received through faith 
in Jesus Christ who is crucified and risen for us. 
A verse of scripture that guided the faith and theology of Martin 
Luther came from Romans 1: 16-17: For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of 
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God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, “The one who 
is righteous will live by faith.” 
The enduring truths that came out of the Reformation are the 
same today in 2017 as they were in 1517.   
 A Christian lives in Christ through faith and in service to his 

neighbor through love.   
 We are saved from our sin and given new life here and now 

and eternal life in the future not by our good works but by the 
grace of God through faith.   

 When the good news of the gospel is preached, when someone 
is baptized, when we receive the Lord’s Supper, then God’s 
grace is at actively at work. 

On Sunday, October 29th, two days before the five hundred year 
anniversary of the Reformation, we will be remembering our 
Lutheran heritage.  On that day we will have a unity service at 9:30 
am.   
As a whole congregation, during worship, we will be singing 
together many hymns that came out of the Reformation, the 
Sunday school children will be receiving a special children’s book 
on the life of Martin Luther, and my sermon for that day will be on 
Martin Luther and the Reformation.  My prayer is that this service 
will be very meaningful to us all.   
May this coming anniversary of the Reformation make us pause 
and remember, by faith, the life-giving Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ.        

– Pastor Tom     

 

 

Luther Video 
After worship on Reformation 
Sunday we will be watching the 
wonderfully made film: Luther and 
the Reformation with Rick Steves’ 
during the adult faith formation 
class.  All are welcome to come and 
to see the film. 

 

OCTOBER IS STEWARDSHIP 

MONTH! 
In October we will be reflecting 
on how we can practice whole-life 
stewardship.  Whole-life   

stewardship is how we live our entire lives for the glory of God.  
Pastor Tom is looking for people who would be willing to give a 
faith talk on stewardship during worship.  Please let him know if 
you are interested in giving a faith talk.  

 
 

 

PUMPKIN POTLUCK/HEIFER 

SUNDAY 

 

Please mark your calendars for the Sunday School Pumpkin 
Potluck/Heifer Sunday on Sunday, November 5th.  On this day we will 
collect food for the food pantry, the Sunday school children will 
decide which animals they would like to give to the poor, and we will 
have a delicious potluck after worship.  You can pick up the pumpkin 
food bags to be filled for the food pantry at the church. 
 

 
Sunday school is offered during our 9:30 worship service for 
children ages 3- 12.  We have an excellent Sunday school here with 
very devoted teachers.  We are hoping to grow our Sunday school 
in the coming years.  If you know of families with children that 
currently do not have a church home, that are looking for a Sunday 
school, please invite them to our Sunday school.   
 

 



 
 

 
On September 10th our church participated in the God’s Work, Our 
Hands Sunday event at Lutherdale, packing meals for the hungry.  
We joined 9 other churches for this event.  A huge thanks to all 
who helped.  A total of 30,000 meals were packed that 
day!  Thanks to Jim Pfeil for delivering 2,000 of those meals to our 
local food pantry. 
 

 
The 32nd Annual CROP Walk takes place on Sunday, October 8th.  
Registration is at 12:30 at Lions Fieldhouse in Williams Bay and 
the walk is at 1:00 in Kishwauketoe.  There are 4 distances to 
choose from – a stroller walk, 1-mile, 3-mile or 6-mile.  Help raise 
money for the fight against hunger.  For more information, contact 
Jim Pfeil. 

There is a new Maintenance Request Form in        
the wall rack above the desk at the back of the church.  If you see a 
maintenance issue, please fill out the form and place it in the 
offering plate or turn it into the office. 
 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
You can now find us on facebook!  Simply search 
www.facebook.com/wblc1949 
 
 

  The date of the next meeting has yet 
to be decided.    See Cheral Sadler or Mary Mock with any 
questions about our group.  The book we have selected for October 
is “Dearest Dorothy, Are We There Yet?” by Charlene Ann 
Baumbich. Mary knows a good source for cheap books.  Most of 
our books can also be obtained through your local library. 
 
 

   Please call Pastor Tom at the church office or reach him on 

his cell phone: 608.778.3319.  Pastor Tom can also bring Holy 

Communion.  

 

 

PLEASE, if you know of someone who could use   

prayer support for any reason, bring him/her a prayer shawl and let  

them know that our prayers are with them.  We have shawls in all sorts 

of colors to suit almost everyone. The shawls are in the last Sunday 

School room off the Hearth Room. Just sign the sheet that you took 

one, attach the blue “angel tag” and share it. If you would like to be a 

HOSPITALIZED OR PASTORAL VISIT 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS – SHARE ONE! 

MAINTENANCE REQUEST FORMS 

SALLY”S CIRCLE/HANDWORK 

GROUP UDATE 

CROP WALK  

OCTOBER 8TH 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS SUNDAY. 



part of making prayer shawls, join us when we meet as “Sally’s Circle 

Questions? Contact Sheila Lundin or Carol Choyce. 

 

COMMITTEE CONTACT PEOPLE 

Here are some folks to contact in order to answer your questions as we 

move into our busy fall. Please use them as a resource:  Phone 

numbers and email addresses are in the church directory. 

Council President  Chad Beth 

Worship Chair Pastor Tom 

 Cantors Carol Berndt 

 Refreshments & 

Worship 

Servers 

Kathy Tanking 

 Altar Guild Laura Hobbs 

Youth & Education Sunday School Kari Pfeil 

 Committee 

Members 

Deena Putnam 

Amy Gee 

JoAnn Hobbs Paula 

Williams 

Stewardship Chair Stu Bieber 

Property & 

Finance 

Chair Jim Pfeil 

 Committee 

Members 

Al Austin 

Chad Beth 

Vern Choyce 

Neill Frame 

Monroe Putnam 

Outreach/News 

Releases 

 Cal Kuder 

Social Ministry  Sheila Lundin 

WELCA (Women 

of the church) 

Co-Chairs Carol Choyce 

Sheila Lundin 

Financial Secretary  Judy Newell 

Treasurer  Neill Frame 

 
 
 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS: 
All in our schools: Teachers, students, administrators and staff. 
All our military men and women : Clayton Kelley, Collins Nash 
(Africa), Mark Ankoumus (Special Forces), Trevor Wellhausen. 
Requests: Will Baldwin (friend of Sharon Yanz), Dorthey Boss, 
Sandy Gold (friend of Fran Flucke), Jeanne Gruber (friend of Fran 
Flucke), George Holmes (Natalie Reno’s father), Joanie Kalla, John 
and Larry (friends of Bridget Beth), Cal Kuder, Joan Mosby (Arbor 
Village, Lake Geneva), Emily Newell, Rygh Peteler (Judy Newell’s 
brother), Michael Reno, San Jose congregation in Beloit, Arlene 
(Toby) Spotz, Collis Stewart, Laura Washer (Williams Bay’s police 
chief), Pat Weeden (friend of the Bieber family), Klaus Wellhausen, 
and for the victims of the recent hurricanes and the Mexico City 
earthquake. 
If you wish a name added to our prayer list please contact Pastor Tom or 
the church office. 

  



 

 
WBLC Council Meeting held on Thursday, August 17 at 7:00 p.m., in Hearth 

Room. 

 

Members present:   

Chad Beth  Vernon Choyce   John Decker 

Mary Mock   Dennis Tanking   Paula Williams  

Pr. Tom   Stu Bieber   Deena Putnam 

  

Called to order by:  President Beth 

 

Open with devotion and prayer:  Deena Putnam 

 

Minutes from June meeting:  Mary Mock. 

M  D. Putnam   S J. Decker       A     V     

 (Moved)   (Seconded)  (Check if approved) 

 

Treasurer’s reports for June & July  were received and approved: Frame 

M  S. Bieber    S D. Tanking          A     V     

(Moved)   (Seconded)  (Check if approved) 

Committee Reports: 
Youth and Education  Williams – The committee met tonight.  There will 

be a cross-generational painging event her on the 23
rd

.  The Chapin Fund will 

help cover the cost of the painting supplies.  There was a huge interest in this 

event as twenty-five children, youth, and adults have signed up.  Story bibles 

will be given on 8/20 to 6 students.  9/10 adult faith class and Sunday School 

will start.  9/24 blessing of the backpacks, 11/5 pumpkin potluck – heifer 

project, 12/17 – Christmas program.  

 

Property and Finance: Met last moth interior painting and power washing 

on hold.  Next meeting Sept. 13 @ 5 p.m. 

 

Worship The Worship Committee met on August 9
th
..  The committee 

discussed changing the wine for Holy Communion, a special Reformation 

Hymn Sing event, and making new banners for our worship space.  We will 

meet again on September 20
th
 at 7 p.m.. 

 

Stewardship – –Bieber Highway pick-up will be on Saturday, August 19
th
 at 

7:30 a.m. 

 

Social Ministry: The planning meeting for CROP Walk was held August 

17
th
 at Williams Bay Lutheran Church. The date of the CROP walk is 

October 8
th
.  Jim Pfeil is heading it.   Everyone enjoyed the outdoor worship 

service and church picnic. 

 

Outreach:  Pastor Tom is planning on teaching an evangelism class this fall, 

starting September 10
th
. 

 

WELCA:  Due to lack of donations, the rummage sale will not be held.  

Items donated to the sale will be stored for next year’s sale.. 

 

 Pastor Tom’s Mission and Ministry Report 

Highlights:  

 I am excited to announce that we now have a Facebook page!  A big 

thanks to Savanna Lundin and to Deena Putnam for helping me to start 

this new outreach page.  Also, a link has been added from our web-site to 

the Facebook Page.  This new Facebook page will help bring more 

visibility to our congregation. 

 The outdoor worship service was extremely successful.  Thanks God!  

Everyone that I spoke to afterwards told me how much they enjoyed the 

worship service and picnic.  I posted a picture of the event on our 

Facebook page.   

 Recently, I attended a synod-wide bike ride for ELCA World Hunger, 

the Thrivent open house gathering, a Lutherdale Camp worship service, 

an ecumenical meeting at Lakeland Community Church in Williams Bay 

and an ecumenical meeting at St John’s Lutheran Church in Elkhorn.  I 

also made member visits and led a worship service at the Atrium Nursing 

Home here in town.  

 In worship I offered a special blessing and prayer for the new hand-bells 

in memory of Joan Kuder.  I was also grateful to have been invited to a 

special brunch with the Kuder family as we remembered Joan Kuder.  I 

was also invited to a special dinner with the Leighton family as we 

remembered Dick Leighton and sang barbershop music.   

Forward-Looking: 

 I am coordinating a cross-generational painting event for our church.  

The purpose of this event is to have fun and to build community within 

our congregation.  Kendra Janes, a member at Christ Lutheran in Sharon, 

will be our painting teacher for the evening.  We will be using the 

Chapin Fund, which is designated for youth and children, to help cover 

the costs for this event.  There has been a lot of interest in this event with 

children, youth, and adults all signing up to be a part of this fun evening.  

(After the evening I will be posting pictures on Facebook!) 

 My family and I will be attending the Lutherdale Ministry Professional 

Family Retreat from August 23-25
th
 (Wednesday to Friday) for 

continuing education. 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 17, 2017 

 



 I have registered our congregation for “God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday” 

which will be on September 10
th
.  I also ordered God’s Work. Our Hands 

t-shirts with our church name on the back.  The t-shirts are to be used as 

we do service work in our community.  Along with working in the 

community I also registered our congregation for the Lutherdale Fight 

Domestic Hunger Packing Event.   

 I will be using my last vacation Sunday on August 27
th
 for the baptism of 

my new niece.  I have been asked to be a baptismal sponsor.  Rev. 

Peterson will be covering for me on that Sunday.  Thank you to the 

congregation for the gift of my vacation time and continuing education 

time this past year! 

 It has now been one year of ministry for me at WBLC.  I feel that my 

first year here went well with both challenges and joys.  From my 

perspective, after my first year here, I feel that it would be good for us to 

continue our ministry together.  During my second year here I would like 

to put extra attention and focus on evangelism and on faith formation.    

2 Official Pastoral Acts:  Wedding service for Ross Williams and Elizabeth 

Starck and baptism service for Emmett Carper 

 

Motion to approve all reports above: 

M  S. Bieber    S P. Williams    A     V     

(Moved)       (Seconded)  (Check if approved   

Old Business: 

1. The west church sign in town needs the branches around it trimmed. 

2. God’s Work.  Our Hands Sunday.  September 10
th
 at Lutherdale and 

possibly a local project. 

3.   Visit San Jose Congregation – possibly spring.  Berta can check 

when it would work.  Possibly the handbell choir could perform for them. 

M  V.  Choyce   S J. Decker    A     V    

(Moved)       (Seconded)  (Check if approved) 

New Business 

1)  Judy Newell will be resigning this fall from her parish secretary work.  

Judy will write out her procedures of work. 

M  V. Choyce    S S. Bieber   A     V     

(Moved)       (Seconded)  (Check if approved) 

2)  New attendance card to replace the friendship and visitor pad.  Accept as 

shown. 

M  D. Tanking    S J. Decker   A     V     

(Moved)       (Seconded)  (Check if approved) 

3)  Back-up for emergency finances – secretary as such.  Ask in church and 

secondly outside for Judy’s replacement parish secretary interview 

committee Pastor, Chad, Stu, Mary, and Neill. 

M  V. Choyce    S S. Bieber   A     V     

(Moved)       (Seconded)  (Check if approved) 

 

Motion to adjourn: 

M  V. Choyce    S D. Tanking       A     V     

 (Moved)   (Seconded)  (Check if approved) 

 

Next Meeting: September 21st, 2017 John Decker  has devotion. 

Closed with praying The Lord's Prayer.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 


